
Henry Combs, a pi o neer ing soar ing pi -
lot and men tor, flew with a very sim ple phi -
los o phy. He re peat edly stressed that fly ing
the far thest dis tance each Sat ur day was
al ways his pri mary ob jec tive and achiev ing
di a mond dis tance was sec ond ary.
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2008 Straight-Out
Cross-Country Soaring Results

News let ter for Straight-Out Soar ing En thu si asts (SOSES) Results as of September 16, 2008

“When I re lease the tow rope, I know 
I am go ing to have a forced land ing.
The ques tion is how long can I put it
off and how far away can I go?”

Henry Combs
Art ist: Mary Scarborough

The Original Purpose

The orig i nal pur pose of this news let ter was to sum ma rize the flights of the “Crys tal
Squad ron”, a group of soar ing pi lots fly ing out of Crystalaire air port in Llano, CA.  Our
group fol lows Henry’s phi los o phy by fly ing straight out as far as pos si ble on a reg u -
lar ba sis each Sat ur day and some times on hol i days be tween late-April and mid-Sep -
tem ber.

The only re quire ment for mem ber ship in the Crys tal Squad ron is to fly straight out 
with us from the Great West ern Soar ing School, Crystalaire Air port, 32810 N. 165th

Street East, Llano, CA, 93544 (Tel. 661-944-9449) on a Sat ur day.  Great West ern’s
website is http://www.greatwesternsoaring.com.

Expanded Reporting

As time passes as time does, other types of straight outs have emerged.  Pi lots are 
fly ing dur ing the week, from other air ports, in mo torglid ers, etc.  I have ex panded the
news let ter to rec og nize these other types of straight outs while re main ing true to the
orig i nal phi los o phy of this re port.

I will still list the Crys tal Squad ron re sults sep a rately, but I will also list any
straight-out flight from any where to any where, di a mond or oth er wise. All you have to
do is tell me.  See page 2 for the de tails.

 
This news let ter is an in for mal list of straight-out cross-coun try flights and not the of fi cial

Henry Combs Tro phy stand ings. If you are com pet ing, you must claim each di a mond by
contactingJohn Graybill (SKY) at 619-287-8857 or at jog@autodocorp.com.  We are in the
pro cess of es tab lish ing an offical website for the Henry Tro phy.

The re sults are dis trib uted weekly from May to mid-Sep tem ber.  If I in ad ver tently left off
your Sat ur day flight or if you want to be on the dis tri bu tion list, please con tact me, Bob
Maronde (BAT), at RGMaronde@MarondeAssoc.com.

The Henry Trophy
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What is a Crystal Squadron Diamond?

Henry used di a mond dis tance (500 km) as a way to sim ply “keep score”, and his flights al ways in volved a land ing. 
So, the Crys tal Squad ron’s cross-coun try “rules” are very sim ple, and they fol low the Henry Combs tra di tion and phi los -
o phy.  The ob ject is to fly straight out as far as pos si ble on Sat ur day with dis tance cal cu lated from Crystalaire (Piñon
Ridge a.k.a. the Sec ond Ridge) to land ing; there fore, out and re turns, tri an gles, turn points, dog legs, etc., do not count.

t=A Crys tal Squad ron di a mond flight from Crystalaire to any land ing of at least 500 km or 310.7 miles dis tance.

What is a Straight-Out, Cross-Country (SOCC) Diamond?

The pur pose of the Straight-Out, Cross-Coun try (SOCC) sec tion is to rec og nize other types of straight outs while
re main ing true to the orig i nal philosophy of this newsletter.  It is also an at tempt to ad dress the “two glider pi lots, three
opin ions” co nun drum about re port ing cross-coun try soar ing re sults.  So, tell me about your straight-out flight, di a mond
or oth er wise, and I will list it.

I have de fined a di a mond for this group as per  the FAI rules but with no al ti tude pen alty, dec la ra tions or doc u men ta -
tion.  It’s all on the honor sys tem.  There fore, I will list week day flights orig i nat ing from Crystalaire air port, flights not orig i -
nat ing from Crys tal, flights re turn ing to Crys tal, flights not re turn ing to Crys tal, motorglider fights where start ing the
en gine ter mi nates the flight per the FAI rules, flights that use re mote starts and/or fin ishes to de ter mine di a mond dis tance
as per FAI rules, etc., etc., etc..  But, a flight must still be straight out with the dis tance cal cu lated from Point “A” to Point
“B”.  You name the two points and tell me the dis tance.

ö=A SOCC di a mond flight from Point A to Point B with a dis tance of at least 500 km or 310.7 miles.

Why the Distinction?

One type of diamond hon ors the Henry Combs tra di tion while the other rec og nizes the cur rent re al ity of soar ing. 
Also, I have Crys tal Squad ron stat ics go ing back to 1987 list ing the num ber of flights ver sus the num ber of di a monds.  I
would like to keep this data con sis tent for his tor i cal reasons.  For the SOCC group, list ing di a mond flights with out the
cor re spond ing num ber of “at tempts” keeps it fairly sim ple.

Why Diamonds at All?

Again, it was Henry’s tra di tional way of “keep ing score”.  And, ...why not?
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• On Thurs day, June 5, Steve Arndt flew his homebuilt “Magic Dragon” ul tra-light glider from Wal laby Ranch, FL, to
Mon te zuma, GA, for a dis tance of 311.6 nm (+500k) for straight-out di a mond. Steve said it took him 10 hrs., 28 min.
be cause his VNE is only 60 mph and the ther mals were low.
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Results as of September 16, 2008

Crystal Squadron 2008 Flights Over 400 Statue Miles

Date Pilot Glider Call Sign Miles Landing

Jun 22 Mike Koerner Ventus C CF 551 Cortez, CO

Jun 14 Mike Koerner Ventus C CF 523 Green River, UT

Jun 22 Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 459 Manti Ephraim, UT

Jul 19 Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 431 Battle Mountain, NV

Jul 19 Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 431 Bat tle Moun tain, NV

2008 Current Henry Trophy Standings

East Zone Cen tral Zone West Zone

Steve Arndt 1 Jim Hard 1
Chris Prince 1

Dave Raspet 13

Note: Henry Di a monds in clude ALL di a mond flights re gard less of day flown or take off air port.

The of fi cial Henry Combs Per pet ual Tro phy website is un der con struc tion, and it will list all Henry flights along with
the rules for the Tro phy.  Please re port all Henry Di a mond claims by con tact ing John Graybill (SKY) at 619-287-8857  or at

jog@autodocorp.com.
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Dave Raspet 13
Karl Sommer 6
Sean Eckstein 3
Mike Koerner 3
Bob Maronde 3
Jim Ketcham 1
Peter Kovari 1

(t) Crystal Squadron 2008 Diamonds

Note: A Crys tal Squad ron di a mond is a straight-out flight from Crystalaire to any land ing of at least 500 km or 310.7 statue miles on
a Sat ur day or hol i day.

To tal Diamonds 30

Crystal Squadron 2008 Cross-Country Flights

Dave Raspet 14
Sean Eckstein 8
Karl Sommer 8
Pe ter Kovari 5
Bob Maronde 5
Mike Koerner 3
Barry McGarraugh 2
Limus Anusauskus 1
Jim Ketcham 1

To tal Flights 47

2008 Crystal Squadron Stats
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Sat., Sep 13 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 313 Gabbs, NV
t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 313 Gabbs, NV

Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 284 Lunning Dry Lake, NV

Sean's re port: "It ain't over till it's over. I just had to get one more X/C flight, and I landed at Luning Dry Lake, NV. It was
a fun flight, but we had to fight all the way to the Inyos. Then it got good. Climbed to 17,500 at White Mtn. and from that
point on I was on final glide to Luning Dry Lake and never hit another thermal. Dave 'SAS' and Carl 'C3' made it to
Gabbs, NV. that was Di a mond No. 160 for Carl.  Brad White 'Vi per' launched from Inyokern and also made it to Luning
Dry Lake."

Again, con grat u la tions to Karl for Di a mond No. 160!

Sat., Sep 6 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 339 Carefree, AZ
t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 319 Pleasant Valley (Turf), AZ

While some of us elected to fly in the Dust Devil Dash out of Tehachapi, SAS and C3 made un usu ally late-sea son run
east to Ar i zona, both for di a mond distance. SAS said, "Karl showed me how to fly Ar i zona right- 14-15k not that silly
belly crawl ing. Karl also heard some one out of Warner got 1092 k Sat ur day".

Sat., Aug 30 t Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 313 Gabbs, NV
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 313 Gabbs, NV

Bob Maronde ASW 27 BAT 208 Bishop, CA
Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 87 Inyokern, CA

PT and SAS did a great job work ing through the low spots be tween Lone Pine  and In de pend ence and get ting to
Gabbs. C3 got low at Walker Pass and af ter be ing banged around de cided to call it a day. BAT ar rived Bishop to tally
thrashed and de cided to pull spoil ers mark ing his first time ever land ing at Bishop. 

Sat., Aug 23 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 313 Gabbs, NV
Peter Kovari DG 300 6PK 152 Lone Pine, CA

SAS said he left Crys tal around noon at 10.5K but did n't get to Boom er Ridge un til 2:45. Once at Inyokern, the lift be -
came good.

Sat., Aug 16 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 327 Yerington, NV
Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 38 Ave. E & 80th, CA

Both SAS and PT could only climb to 10K at Crys tal. SAS re ported he strug gled at the Honda Track but even tu ally
con nected with Boom er Ridge at Inyokern.

Sat., Aug 9 t Jim Ketcham ASH 26E JK 357 Fallon, NV
t Bob Maronde ASW 27 BAT 357 Fallon, NV
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 352 Austin, NV

The choice was ei ther to go to ward Ve gas into the sink hole around Jean and the "wet" dry lakes or go north through
the An te lope Val ley sink hole and the west winds of Inyokern. Aaarrrgg!  Thanks to JK lead ing the way, we worked our
way north. BAT fa vored the west side of the Inyos (big mis take) and bounced along at 12-14K, but once SAS worked
him self over to the east side, he got to 17K+. The flight tracks were par al lel to each other but only 1-2 miles apart.
VIPER also launched, but once he heard us strug gling, he de cided to check out the route to Ve gas. At Manix he
choose to re turn.

Sat., Aug 02 t Mike Koerner Ventus C CF 314 Hurricane, UT
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 314 Hur ri cane, UT

Pe ter Kovari DG 300 6PK 268 Mes quite, NV
Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 54 California City, CA

SAS said it was a low, slow flight to Hur ri cane, 6PK dis cov ered 031 Dry Lake was a wet lake, and C3 was se duced by
the clouds to the norh of Crystal.

Sat., Jul 26 t Bob Maronde ASW 27 BAT 357 Fallon, NV
t Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 313 Gabbs, NV
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 313 Gabbs, NV
t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 313 Gabbs, NV

Barry McGarraugh Libelle 301 01Q 41 Rosamond, CA

BAT's re port: "Af ter my glide from Crys tal, I found my self low over Mojave Air port with my gear down talk ing on the ra -
dio to the nice unicom per son. Bat Ground then an nounced, 'Hey, I can read your con test num bers'.  Déjà Vu all over
again! For tu nately, I found a ther mal, got high and joined the fun on the Si er ras, Inyos and Whites."
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Sat., Jul 19 t Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 431 Battle Mountain, NV
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 431 Bat tle Moun tain, NV
t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 352 Aus tin, NV

Barry McGarraugh Libelle 301 01Q 44 Backus Road, CA

Con grat u la tions to Sean Eckstein (PT) for his first flight over 400 miles.

Sat., Jul 5 t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 314 Hurricane, UT
Bob Maronde ASW 27 BAT 64 Barstow, CA

BAT's ac count: "C3 took off first but landed back to turn on his ox y gen. I now had a 1/2 hour headstart, got to 10,500
over Wrightwood and headed out. There were some bumps here and there, but not much was hap pen ing. I over flew
the Barstow-Daggett air port, headed to the Cal ico Moun tains and found noth ing. About 1/2 hour af ter land ing, the
haze was clear ing out and the lift started work ing. Good for C3, bad for BAT."  C3 said, "I thought I worked hard on this 
one, but look ing at SeeYou, it does not look that way. 6hrs it not bad. Roller coaster ther mals."

Fri., Jul 4 Peter Kovari DG 300 6PK 64 Barstow, CA

6PK re ported, "I had a great start from Crys tal, left at 12K and flew all the way in buoy ant air to Barstow with out turn ing
in any thing to speak of. Than I strug gled around Barstow air port low in 100 de gree heat for as long as could stand it
and be fore I gave up.Sean and I made the ob ser va tion, af ter we were driv ing passed Osborne that the winds have fi -
nally changed and now it was prob a bly good but than it was around 3 pm." CF said, "With crew ready to go I launched, 
could not stay up more than 50 min utes, landed back at Crys tal and gave up for the day."

Sat., Jun 28 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 314 Hurricane, UT
Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 268 Mesquite, NV

SAS said, "I ended up in Hur ri cane and Sean was glad to have made it over Las Ve gas suc cess fully for the first time
and landed at Mes quite.  The lift was not as strong as last Sat ur day but I thought Baker was eas ier-better lift and
higher tops to the ther mals.  Slight winds, 4-5, from SW.  I made the val ley at Hur ri cane by about 5:15 but could n't find
enough lift to get on to Cedar City."

Sat., Jun 21 t Mike Koerner Ventus C CF 551 Cortez, CO
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 459 Manti Ephraim, UT
t Pe ter Kovari DG 300 6PK 347 Ce dar City, UT
t Bob Maronde ASW 27 BAT 347 Cedar City, UT

For the last 15 years, CF has been try ing to get to Col o rado, and he fi nally did it. Con grat u la tions!  SAS said he was at -
tacked by swarms of mos qui tos af ter he landed and had to seek ref uge in the 8'x8' screened-in pi lots lounge. He did -
n't seem to mind the bites be cause he was so stoked on get ting to Manti Epharim.

Three of us strug gled at Baker for what seemed like for ever at al ti tudes as low as 6,500 ft. with the sur face tem per a -
ture around 110°/113°.  Both 6PK and BAT said the ef fects of the high tem per a tures at Baker played a ma jor role in
their de ci sion to land at Ce dar City.

It was a slow climb up to Clark Moun tain, but at Clark that's when it started to get good. We had al ti tudes up to 17,500'
south of Boul der with clouds mark ing the way.

(Ad den dum: SAS re ported that his cock pit ther mom e ter said 93° as he was work ing his way out of a 4,060' hole at
Baker, and it took 62 min utes to cover the 28 miles from Baker to Clark Moun tain.)

Sat., Jun 14 t Mike Koerner Ventus C CF 523 Green River, UT
t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 388 Beaver, UT
t Karl Sommer Libelle 301 C3 314 Hurricane, UT

CF flew crewless. The glider is at the Green River air port and Mike took a bus from Green River to Victorville. The
“plan” is to get back to Crys tal and take the car and trailer to re trieve the plane. Both C3 and SAS said the con di tions
were about the same as last week - 2.7 knots av er age verses 2.6 the week be fore with rough patches at Baker, Jean
and Vir gin Moun tain. The lift did not get strong un til the Vir gin River Gorge. RED was at Baker when he had to re turn to
Crys tal be cause of a pa tient emer gency.

Sat., June 7 t Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 314 Hurricane, UT
Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 163 Roach Dry Lake, NV

SAS said his av er age rate of climb was 2.6 kts.
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Sat., May 31 Dave Raspet Ventus A SAS 226 Kingman, AZ
Pe ter Kovari DG 300 6PK 190 Laughlin, NV

SAS re ported, “The day was n’t as good a Dr Jack fore cast. Par tic u larly, crit i cal height was lower. My climb rate av er -
aged 1.9 knots and my high est was 10,564 at Search light. Get ting from Baker to Cima Dry Lake was sporty-my max i -
mum al ti tude was 7700’.”

Sat., May 24

Very poor weather. No flights.

Sat., May 17 Sean Eckstein Libelle 201B PT 208 Bishop, CA

Sean re ported he was the only one to de part Crys tal.

Sat., May 10 Limus Anusauskus LAK 17 LA 208 Bishop, CA

Limus re ported he “flew from Crys tal to Bishop this Sat. Took off around 12 and spent 1h work ing spotty lift be fore
climb ing to 11K. Plenty of lift around Mojave, not very high but enough to keep go ing. Had to hang out at Bar ren ridge
to re gain con tact with a crew. Got to 11K at Owens Peak and could n't get higher for the rest of the way. There was a
shareline marked by clouds, but way into the west and out of reach. It was mov ing east, but by the time it got closer to
the crest I was al ready be low the moun tains east of Olancha peak. ST (John Gonsalex fly ing out of Inyokern) was able 
to con nect with shear line and re ported very good lift to over 13K.. I worked cou ple weak termals over Lone Pine and
pushed for Inyos where I got to 11K again and with a help of tailwind and few pull ups in the lift got to the Bishop,
around 5:30 PM.”
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Results as of September 16, 2008

Other 2007 Flights Over 400 Statue Miles

Date Pilot Glider Call Sign Miles Takeoff/Landing

Jun 22 Russ Barry DG-600 1DV 566 Crystal to Mina, Cerro Gordo, 
15 mi S of Boundary Peak/ 
Landed Lone Pine

Jun 19 Philippe Athuil ASH 25Mi RED 551 Crystal to Salina Gunnison,UT/ 
Landed Parowan, UT

Jun 21 Eric Rupp DG-300 ER 444 Hollister, CA/Calexico, CA

Sat., Aug 30 Philippe Athuil ASH 25Mi RED 304 Crystal/Lone Pine/Crystal

Sun., July 13 ö Chris Pince Schweizer 1-35 ZT 327 Osceola, WI/Sand wich, IL

Sun., Jun 22 ö Russ Barry DG-600 1DV 566 Crystal to Mina, Cerro Gordo, 
15 mi S of Boundary Peak/ 
Landed Lone Pine

Note: If Russ had got ten to Cin der Cone, he would have had a 1,000k flight.

Sat., Jun 21 ö Eric Rupp DG-300 ER 444 Hollister, CA/Calexico, CA

Note: I re ceived the fol low ing re port from Eric, and I in cluded it in it's en tirety be cause we all can learn -  "BAT"

Hollister to Calexico - June 21, 2008:

First, let me say that I'm over whelmed at the at ten tion I've re ceived from my soar ing fam ily af ter this flight.  Hav ing the
re spect of one's peers and at ten tion from the many who make soar ing hap pen at Hollister is near the best thing any -
body could ask for.  Thank you and many thanks again.

 A good place to start this story is where most flights be gin, with the BlipMaps.

With bound ary lay ers to nine teen thou sand feet (!) at San Benito Moun tain, it looked like an ex cep tional event on the
first full day of sum mer!  And, as luck would have it, my brother Loren ar rived in town the night be fore, ready for ad ven -
ture.   That con firmed my de ci sion to make a straight-out flight with him in chase.

With a 2/3rds load of wa ter, I was on tow in my trusty DG-300 at 11:20 a.m. Sat ur day, June 21st.  The flight started
slowly, 8000 feet at El e va tor 1, but scrap ing past El e va tor 2 and do ing no better than 7500 feet at El e va tor 4.  Af ter a
long two and a half hours, I reached the first clouds at 7000 feet near the Cal i for nia Val ley and was re lieved to find a
solid climb, first to 10,000 feet, then to four teen!  This was the be gin ning of a nice cloud street that al lowed me to
switch gears and cruise at 80+ knots IAS to ward New Cuyama.  (When you're fast and that high, the ground goes by
at around 115 knots!)  

New Cuyama came up quickly and, from there, I could see the clouds bend ing around to ward Santa Barbara and Los
An geles, then east to ward the Mojave Desert.  I mostly cruised on the west ern up wind and sunny side of the clouds
un til just west of I-5.  There I found a 30 mile cloud gap, down shifted to McCready 0, and glided at best L/D to ar rive
above Palmdale at 9000 feet at the north ern end of an other fine look ing cloud street.

Soon back at 13,000, I over flew Crys tal glider port and found an other large blue patch over Big Bear and the San
Bernardino Moun tains.  In the dis tance I could see a good look ing cloud mass on the south ern slopes of San
Gregorio peak - some 40 miles away!  There was also a rag ged line of con ver gence clouds off to the east and a lit tle
closer, but some what east of the best course south.  De bat ing which way to go, I heard a voice say "Re spect the con -
ver gence!" by stay ing with the rag ged con ver gence clouds.  Im pa tience won out, though, and I elected to start to -
ward the larger cloud mass, then turn back if need be.

Many days this would have been a flight end ing de ci sion (ask me how I know), but this day it worked!  With Big Bear
be low me as a land ing op tion, I had a 40:1 plus glide and cleared the last ridge be fore the clouds at around 1500'
AGL.  The clouds were again work ing (some days it breaks your way!) and I climbed to 14k.
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The cloud mass turned out to be the be gin ning of the third and high est cloud street of the day, this one run ning south -
east into the Sonoran Desert which stretched out un der neath me, awe some in its des o la tion.  Now 5 p.m. and with lift
weak en ing, the voice was say ing "Get high, stay high."  Plus, I was get ting tired and not sure if I'd have the heart to
strug gle for too long if I got low.  For tu nately, I did n't have to and was able to climb fly ing straight and reached 17,300
feet.   From that lofty perch I had the lux ury of dis trac tion to eval u ate my op tions, open ing the maps and fly ing poorly
for a while.  Ar i zona was well in glide but, much to my cha grin, I sud denly re al ized that my waypoints (even us ing the
Warner Springs da ta base) stopped in Cal i for nia!  Ditto for the LA sec tional!  Doh!  I had Blythe on the CA/AZ state line
in glide by 5000', but no data be yond!  

On the other hand, as I con tin ued on the cloud street, Calexico/Mexicali on the US/Mex i can bor der (38 nm east of
Jacumba) was start ing to look do able, es pe cially with a num ber of in ter me di ate air ports on course.  But, com pli cat -
ing mat ters, if I de layed my de ci sion I risked get ting blocked by a large area of re stricted air space over the Choc o late
Moun tains.  I called for a clear ance, but found no one home.  

In ad di tion, I was wind ing down phys i cally.  I did my best to re lax (deep breath ing my ox y gen and Ooommmmm-ing). 
Re ally want ing to get on the ground, I turned south, and re al ized I re ally was on fi nal glide for Calexico!  Se Habla
Espanol?!!!  I was also start ing to feel a lit tle queasy and fought that as well as push ing back grow ing ex cite ment that
the goal was al most in hand!  "Fly the plane" said the voice.

Glid ing fast, I dog legged slightly west to get around the re stricted area and left the wild Sonoran Desert to over fly the
Salton Sea and the tamer cul ti vated fields sur round ing it.  Af ter al most an hour on fi nal glide, I fi nally ar rived over
Calexico In ter na tional (el e va tion 3 feet) at 4000, pulled a cele bra tory loop, and, af ter 7-1/2 hours, landed at 6:50 p.m.,
an hour be fore sun set!

http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-1269226351 

Calexico In ter na tional is a hot, dry, lonely air port on the edge of town with the bor der fence a 100 yards off the run way.  
With no one around, I pushed my glider off the run way and, ow ing to my SPOT mes sen ger and its real-time track ing, I
got con grat u la tory calls from Steve Brock man and Joy Pierce!  Thanks guys!   I tied down, called a cab, and got a ho -
tel room.  Ex hausted.  Loren ar rived with the trailer a few hours later af ter driv ing 11-1/2 hours!  Ex hausted!  High fives!  
(Thank you, thank you, thank you Loren!  My desert rat brother!)

Years ago I re mem ber Sergio talk ing about his 1000k FAI tri an gle out of Truckee.  While Sergio makes it look easy, this 
flight took him years and flight af ter flight be fore he got it right.  Great flights don't just hap pen, they're an "en ter prise":
the prod uct of a lot of fly ing, ex pand ing the flight range, and mostly, I think, ex pand ing what we think is pos si ble.  

It's easy to credit all of Hollister's pi lots in this "en ter prise".  We've all worked and played to gether to de velop Hollister's 
XC, to chal lenge each other, to make 300k's a milk run, and to make 500k's very do able on a de cent day.  With good
con di tions be yond New Cuyama - and a will ing ness for a long re trieve - I'm still sure we've not found our lim its.  

I'm feel ing pleased, lucky, and thank ful for the chance to make this flight and to share it.  Thanks to all, see you at the
air port!   Eric

Sat., Jun 21 Christian Makin ASW 27B 33 174 Parowan, UT/Boulder City, NV
Fri., Jun 20 ö Christian Makin ASW 27B 33 344 Cal City, CA/Parowan, UT

Fri., Jun 20 ö Philippe Athuil ASH 25Mi RED 367 Parowan, UT/Crystal

Thurs., Jun 19 ö Philippe Athuil ASH 25Mi RED 551 Crystal/Turned Salina Gunnison, 
UT/Landed Parowan, UT

Thur., June 5 ö Steve Arndt Magic Dragon 312 Wallaby Ranch, FL/
Montezuma, GA

Sun., May 18 ö Jim Hard SGS 1-26A 339 Faribault, MN/Pontiac, IL

Ramy Yanetz ASW 27 TG 211 Hemet (Mt. San Jacinto), CA
/Lost Hills, CA 

Sat., May 17 ö Ramy Yanetz ASW 27 TG 316 Hollister, CA/Hemet, CA 
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The Henry Combs Per pet ual Tro phy was founded April 15, 1995, by
mem bers of the Crys tal Squad ron to honor Henry Combs, his love of
cross-coun try soar ing and the type of fly ing he in spired in the rest of us.
Henry re tired from fly ing in 1999 af ter achiev ing 205 straight-out 500k di a -
monds, all in his Libelle H-301 (01Q) which he bought in 1967.

Henry re peat edly stressed that go ing straight out as far as pos si ble
was al ways his pri mary ob jec tive while achiev ing di a mond dis tance was
sec ond ary. He also wanted to make the en tire ex pe ri ence fun by in volv ing 
his crew in ac tiv i ties like fish ing, sce nic drives and vis it ing points of in ter -
est dur ing the drive home.

In 2000, the Henry Tro phy be came an SSA-rec og nized na tional 
award. It is awarded an nu ally by the Soaring So ci ety of Amer ica to the
per son or per sons com plet ing the great est num ber of straight-out, di a -
mond-dis tance, non-mo tor ized glider flights dur ing the pre vi ous year in
each of three zones - East, Cen tral and West.

The tro phy found ers hope that this award will carry forth the tra di tion
of fly ing straight out as far as pos si ble and serve to en cour age glider pi -
lots and ground crews ev ery where to be come ac tive, safety-con scious
par tic i pants in the sport of straight-out, cross-coun try soar ing.

The of fi cial the Henry Tro phy websit is un der con struc tion. It will list the rules, re port ing re quire ments, cur rent re sults,
etc.

Henry Trophy Recipients (Number of Straight-Out Diamonds)

East Zone Central Zone West Zone

2007 Leo Benetti-Longhini (1) No entry Karl Somer (9)

2006 No entry No entry Karl Sommer (9)

2005 No entry Jim Hard (1)
Bob Wander (1)

Norm Page (9)

2004 No entry Kathleen Win ters (1) Mike Koerner (6)
Barry McGarraugh (6)
Dave Raspet (6)

2003 No entry No entry Norm Page (13)

2002 No entry No entry Philippe Athuil (12)

2001 No entry No entry Mike Koerner (16)

2000 Doug Jacobs (1) Jim Hard (1) Norm Page (13)

1999 Norm Page (12)

1998 Norm Page (13)

1997 Norm Page (22)

1996 Hank Marlowe (14)

1995 Henry Combs (11)
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The Henry Tro phy
To be per ma nently dis played at the

Na tional Soaring Mu seum

The Henry Trophy



In the Be gin ning

It all started with Henry Combs (01Q), a pi o neer ing soar ing pi lot, who has been our in spi ra tion and men tor. Henry
started fly ing straight out in the 1960s from Crystalaire, El Mi rage and Tehachapi and was the first to fly straight out each
Sat ur day on a reg u lar ba sis. Dur ing this same time, Wally Scott in Mid land-Odessa, Texas, also was fly ing straight out. As 
time went on, more and more pi lots be came at tracted to this type of soar ing.

On May 4, 1968, Henry did his first straight-out 500k di a mond
flight from Crystalaire to Phoe nix. From 1968 to 1978, Henry
racked up 39 straight-out di a mond flights in clud ing some very
long flights to Elko, Ne vada (458 miles), and to 30 miles north of
Winnemucca, Ne vada (484 miles).

The Phi los o phy is Formed

Henry de vel oped a very sim ple phi los o phy re gard ing
straight-out, cross-coun try soar ing:

• “I al ready paid for the tow, so I might as well stay up.”

• “When I re lease the tow rope, I know I am go ing to
have a forced land ing. The question is how long can I 
put it off and how far away can I go?”

Slowly It Builds

By 1986, Henry had 104 straight-out 500k di a monds and had
at tracted a core group of other straight-out pi lots:

• Tom Ed wards (AJ) • John Graybill (SKY)

• Mike Koerner (CF) • Fritz Seger (BO)

• Rob ert Nethercutt (3U) • Karl Sommer (C3)

These “pathfinders” were very im por tant to the later pi lots join ing the Crys tal Squad ron. They found the al ter nate
land ing spots, knew the var i ous routes and weather pat terns. They made the rest of our lives much eas ier.

Re mem ber, in the early days it was all pi lot age with just charts and a scale:

• No GPS • No flight com put ers (at first)

• No sat el lite im ag ery • No flight re cord ers

• No weather mod els • No cell phones

The Name - The Crys tal Squad ron

In 1990, we were sit ting in Barstow af ter a hu mil i at ing flight talk ing about giv ing the Crys tal Soar ing owner/op er a tor,
John Stevenson, a thank-you plaque for all his ef forts. We were strug gling with how to sign the plaque. We thought “From 
the guys who fly straight out on Sat ur days” was too awk ward even though it was hu mor ous. At that mo ment, Rock
Swanson (ROC) said, “How about ‘The Crys tal Squad ron’?”  The name stuck!

The only re quire ment for mem ber ship is to fly straight out with us from Crystalaire air port (Great West ern Soar ing
School) on any Sat ur day dur ing the sea son (April through Sep tem ber).
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The Great Basin

This is the hy dro log i cal def i ni tion of the Great Ba sin - all stream
wa ter flows into the ba sin and never reaches the ocean. Within these
bound aries, we can ex pe ri ence two or three dis tinct weather pat terns
dur ing the same straight-out flight.

Crystalaire is uniquely sit u ated for straight-out, cross-coun try
soar ing be cause both the pi lot and ground crew can eas ily go one of
three di rec tions:

East to ward Phoe nix, Ar i zona. This usu ally hap pens early in the
sea son (May, June). The chal lenge is cross ing the Col o rado River be -
cause it and the large ag ri cul tural ar eas around it usu ally “kill” the lift
over a wide sec tion.

North east to ward Ce dar City, Utah. The two chal lenges here are
get ting past Baker (elev. 922) and the Las Ve gas Class B air space,
which is the 9th busi est air port in the United States. 

North to ward Bound ary Peak where we go one of three ways: to -
ward Reno, to ward Fallon and be yond or to ward Aus tin.

The lon gest straight-out flight from Crystalaire was in 1994 to
Weiser, Idaho, by Mike Koerner (CF) and Hank Marlowe (11W) for a dis tance of 680 sm. In 2003, Jim Ketcham (JK) went
to Amer i can Falls, Idaho, for 643 sm and Philippe Athuil (RED) went to Aberdeen, Idaho, for 645 sm.  All four flights are
1,000Ks.

In ter est ing Sta tis tics:
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Crystalaire
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More In ter est ing Sta tis tics:

Note: On Wednes day, June 18, 2003, Philippe Athuil
(RED ASH 25Mi) flew from Crystalaire to Aberdeen, ID, for
a dis tance of 1,040.8 km (645.3 sm) to win the 2003
Barringer Tro phy.

Note: On Wednes day, May 28, 2003, Jim Ketcham (JK
ASH 26E) took off from Agua Dulce, CA, shut down the en -
gine near Crys tal and pro ceeded to soar to and land at
Amer i can Falls, ID, for 1,036.6 km (642.7sm). 

Note: On Thurs day, July 5, 2007, Jim Ketcham (JK
ASH 26E) took off from Agua Dulce, CA, shut down the en -
gine near Crys tal and pro ceeded to soar to and land at
Bend, OR, for 1,120.8 km (694.9 sm) to win the 2007
Barringer Tro phy . 

Why Fly Straight Out?

Why not!

© Maronde Associates, 2008 - 13 -

Brief History of the Crystal Squadron

Crystal Squadron Longest Flights

Year Pilot Landing Dist.

2007 John Gonsalez Elko, NV 457 sm

2006 John Gonsalez
Mike Koerner

Paisley, OR 594 sm

2005 Mike Koerner Burley, ID 603 sm

2004 Mike Koerner Moab, Ut 537 sm

2003 John Gonzalez
John Graybill

Alturas, CA 512 sm

2002 Mike Koerner Lakeview, OR 555 sm

2001 Mike Koerner Heber City, UT 546 sm

2000 Philippe Athuil
John Graybill
Bob Maronde
Kelly Scarborough

Mount Pleasant,
UT

497 sm

1999 Mike Koerner Heber City, UT 546 sm

1998 Mike Koerner Wells, NV 490 sm

1997 Hank Marlowe McDermitt, OR 525 sm

1996 John Graybill
Hank Marlowe

McDermitt, OR 525 sm

1995 Mike Koerner Lakeview, OR 555 sm

1994 Mike Koerner
Hank Marlowe

Weiser, ID 680 sm

1993 Mike Koerner Alturas, CA 512 sm

1992 Mike Koerner Lakeview, OR 555 sm

1991 Henry Combs Orovada, NV 494 sm

Crystal Squadron Barringer Trophy Winners

Year Pilot Landing Dist.

2006 Mike Koerner Paisley, OR 594 sm

2005 Mike Koerner Burley, ID 603 sm

2002 Mike Koerner Lakeview, OR 555 sm

2001 Mike Koerner Heber City, UT 546 sm

2000 Philippe Athuil
John Graybill
Bob Maronde

Mount Pleasant,
UT

497 sm

1999 Mike Koerner Heber City, UT 546 sm

1998 Hank Marlowe Battle Mountain, 
NV

431 sm

1996 John Graybill
Hank Marlowe

McDermitt, OR 525 sm
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